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A Bi-monthly newsletter to update you with the latest chemical
industry happenings in Asia.

India faces the worst locust attack in decades

Huge swarms of desert locusts are destroying crops across western and central India. Drones,
tractors and cars have been sent out to track the voracious pests and spray them with
pesticides. The locusts have already destroyed nearly 50,000 hectares (125,000 acres) of
cropland. Although, the Rabi crop has been harvested this year, locusts endanger the sprouting
cotton crop, vegetables, and fodder sown last month. A greater damage is expected to the tender
millet and moong dal crops which farmers are preparing to sow this month. Worse, the second
wave of locusts, expected this summer, is projected to be 20 times more damaging than the first
one. The UN estimates its size to be around 1.9 trillion locusts.

Read more

India considering 15% COVID Tax
India is considering a proposal to levy 15%
Covid-19 tax on all chemical and
petrochemical imports until March 31,
2021 to protect domestic industry. As per
the proposal, the provisional duty would
also be applicable on all preferential
imports under India’s various free trade
agreements (FTA), and would cover
organic chemicals, inorganic chemicals,
plastics, rubber, man-made filaments and
man-made staple fibres. The 15% tax
would be in addition to the lowest tariff
called applied most favoured nation
(MFN) duty in trade parlance.

Celanese announces hike in prices
of acetyl intermediates
Celanese Corporation, a global chemical
and specialty materials company, will
increase list and off-list selling prices for
the certain acetyl intermediates products.
The price increases are for orders shipped
and will be effective immediately, or as
contracts otherwise allow, and are
incremental to any previously announced
increases. It will increase the prices of
acetic acid and vinyl acetate monomer by
RMB 350( USD 48.9) per metric ton each.
Read More

Minnesota bans TCE
Minnesota has become the first US state
to pass a ban on the solvent
trichloroethylene (TCE), with a prohibition
on its use in most facilities starting from 1
June 2022. TCE is an industrial chemical
primarily used to make
hydrofluorocarbons and as a degreasing
solvent. Chronic exposure to it has been
linked to cancer and a range of
developmental, reproductive and other
toxic effects. 
Read More

GOI: Antidumping duty on Chinese
chemicals might continue
In a notification, the ministry's
investigation arm Directorate General of
Trade Remedies (DGTR) has said there is a
"positive" evidence of likelihood of
dumping of Sodium Citrate and injury to
the domestic industry if the existing anti-
dumping duty would be removed. The
commerce ministry has recommended for
continuation of anti-dumping duty on a
Chinese chemical used in food and pharma
industry with a view to guard domestic
players from cheap imports. The
directorate has recommended two duties
USD 96.05 per tonne and USD 152.78 per
tonne. The finance ministry will taeke the
final decision to impose this duty.
Read more

South Korea relaxes food rules
amidst COVID-19
South Korea has moved to temporarily
relax regulatory measures for food
imports in view of the global COVID-19
pandemic outbreak, particularly
concentrating on documentation and
labelling requirements to prevent delays
in custom clearance. South-Korean
Ministry of Food and Drug Safety has
waived the need of original import
declaration documentation to be received
before food imports are cleared for entry.
Read More

Commerce ministry for anti-
dumping duty on digital printing
plates by China, Japan and 3 other
nations
The commerce ministry concluded that
the plates have been exported to India
from these countries below their normal
value, which has resulted in dumping and
consequently impacting the domestic
industry. The commerce ministry has
recommended imposition of anti-dumping
duty on digital printing plates from China,
Japan, Korea, Taiwan and Vietnam with a
view to guard domestic manufacturers
from cheap imports from these countries.
The duty recommended was in the range
of USD 0.77 per sqm to USD 0.13 per sqm.
The finance ministry takes the final
decision to impose these duties.
Read More
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